
 
 

 

 

 Summer Newsletter �t July / August 2020  

 �^�d�}�P���š�Z���Œ���Á�����u���l���������(���u�]�o�Ç�J�_ 

Follow us on Twitter, Instagram and like us on Facebook! 

Three great ways for you to keep up to date with all the latest news from the KingsWellies gang! 

What a very strange year we have so far in 2020. Where on earth did the last four months go? We are truly 
delighted to have reopened our doors and to have been able to start welcoming some of our children back. 
We hope to let you know the dates for the return of the majority of our toddlers and babies VERY soon. As 
soon as we receive the most updated guidance from the Scottish Government and Care Inspectorate in 
late July, we will hopefully be able to make concrete plans for 
getting the rest of our children and our new starts, back. Thank 
you to ALL of our parents who have done a very successful job in 
preparing their children for their return to nursery. We have had 
very few tears and lots of excited and smiley faces. Long may it 
continue.   

Since we have been back. We 
have been very busy focusing 
�}�v�� �}�µ�Œ�� �š�}�‰�]���U�� �^�,���‰�‰�Ç�� �,�����o�š�Z�Ç��
�D���J�_ 



Staffing Update 

Huge congratulations go to 
Eibhlish, Natalie, Emma and 
Hannah who are all 
pregnant. We are totally 
delighted for you ladies and 
c���v�[�š���Á���]�š���š�}���Á���o���}�u�����•�}�u����
new Wellie babies. 
Remember stay fit, safe and 
healthy.   

 

 

Huge congratulations also 
goes to Ailsa and Kirsty who 
have both completed their 
SVQ in Social Services 
(Children and Young People) 
recently. Both are now fully 
qualified practitioners and a 
real asset to our team. This 
is a huge achievement and 
took many hours of work 
outwith nursery to 
complete. 

Congratulations girls. We are 
incredibly proud of you.  

Unfortunately Taylor, Daniela and Amy McTurk have left us over the past few months. Daniella will be 
starting a new university course soon. Taylor has been working on the frontline in an old folks home and 
Amy has started work as a nanny. Leanne has also left her substantive post with us but will still be with us 
for Kids Rock on a weekly basis. Leanne has chosen to focus on expanding her Kids Rock empire and we 
�Á�]�•�Z���Z���Œ���Z�µ�P�����•�µ�������•�•�X���^�}�Y�Y�X�X���]�(�����v�Ç�}�v�����]�•���o�}�}�l�]�v�P���š�}�����}�}�l�������‰���Œ�š�Ç���Á�]�š�Z���������]�(�(���Œ���v�����U���<�]���•���Z�}���l���]�•�������(�]�v�]�š���o�Ç��
the way to go! Good luck Leanne. Thank you all for all of your very hard work and loyalty to KingsWellies. 
We will miss you.  

As always, we have some Summer staff who will be helping us out once we get back up and running as 
normal. Eve, Zora, Eilidh, Nadia, Sarah and Lily will all be re-joining our gang for another Summer with us.  

We are also delighted to welcome Lucy McQueen, Natasha Ewen, Molly McIntosh and Campbell Oag to the 
team. Campbell will be joining us until October when he will be going off to study medicine at Oxford. He 
will be working with the children on the development of a variety of skills including piano, singing, French, 
keeping fit, drama, musical theatre, keeping safe and first aid. Campbell is a real all-rounder with 
experience as a Taekwondo i�v�•�š�Œ�µ���š�}�Œ�����v�����^���}�µ�š�•���Ç�}�µ�v�P���o���������Œ�X���t���������v�[�š���Á���]�š���š�}���Á���o���}�u����both Campbell 
and Molly in the near future.  Lucy and Natasha joined us before lockdown so many of you will have already 
met them.    



Welcome also to Patsy Cline who joined us just before lockdown. 
Patsy loves attention and LOVES seeing all of the boys and girls at 
nursery. She will be training as a Therapet soon to support Ziggy in 
this very important role.  

 

We are also delighted to welcome students from Aberdeen College and Aberdeen University who will be 
joining us throughout the year as part of their early years teaching and HND courses. 

���Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�•��Attendance and Registers 

It is very important that ALL parents remember to sign their children IN and OUT of nursery on a daily basis. 
Please also let us know by 10am if your child will not be attending nursery on that day. Staff will contact 
parents after 10am to ascertain the whereabouts of your child. This is in line with our Child Protection and 
Health and Safety Policies.  Thank you.  

Life Skills Awards �t July and August 2020 

During July and August we will be reinforcing ALL of our Life Skills Awards before we move on to our next 
colour in September. Please reinforce these very important skills at home too. What do you see as 
important Life Skills for your children? Please let us know.  

Best of luck to our boys and girls who have been leaving us to go to P1 and school nursery 

We will miss you ALL very, very much but 
know that you are all ready for P1 and 
that each and every one of you will go far! 
Rest assured, we will have the Graduation 
Party of ALL parties as soon as we can.  
We will let your parents know a date and 
�����v�[�š���Á���]�š���š�}���Á���o���}�u�����Ç�}�µ�����o�o���������l���(�}�Œ���}�v����
last knees up! Remember to send us 
photos of you in your school uniforms!!  

 

 

 

 



Kingswellies Class of 2020  

Here are some suggestions to help prepare your child for starting school in August.  
 

Do they recognise their own name? If not make a sign together for their room and where they hang their 
jacket at home so that they are used to seeing it. 

If you are going to teach them to write their name please only teach the first letter as a capital- if they 
learn their whole name in capitals it then takes time for them to unlearn it. 

Remember school is different from when you went, they will be unlikely to have their own desk but they 
�Á�]�o�o���������À���Œ�Ç���µ�•�������š�}���š�Z�����•���š���µ�‰�����•���]�š�[�•���•�]�u�]�o���Œ���š�}���E�µ�Œ�•���Œ�Ç�X 

Label EVERYTHING!  
Encourage them to open their own snacks so that they are able to do it at playtime and lunchtime. 
Velcro shoes are best! 
���}�v�[�š���•�Z���Œ�����Ç�}�µ�Œ�����}�v�����Œ�v�•���Á�]�š�Z���š�Z���u�����v�������}�v�[�š���š���o�l�������}�µ�š���Z�}�Á���š�Z���Ç�����Œ�����Ç�}�µ�Œ���������Ç�����v�����š�Z���Ç�����Œ���v�[�š��

ready! They are taking their lead from you! 
Can they put on their own jacket and zip it up? If not, start encouraging them now! 
Can they use the toilet independently and wash and dry their hands independently? Now is the time to 

work on this. 
�t�Z���v���Ç�}�µ���(�]�v�����}�µ�š���š�Z���]�Œ���P�Ç�u�������Ç�•���]�š�[�•�������•�š���v�}�š���š�}���‰�µ�š���š�Z���u���]�v���•�Z�]�Œ�š�����v�����š�]�����}�v���š�Z���•���������Ç�•�X 
In Scotland all P1s-�W�ï�[�•���P���š�������(�Œ�������o�µ�v���Z��- when you get a menu pop it somewhere in the house and let 

them know what the choices are each day and decide what they will have together. 
�d�Z�]�•���Ç�����Œ���]�•���µ�v�]�‹�µ�������•���š�Z���Œ�����Z���•�v�[�š���������v���À�]�•�]�š�•���š�}���•���Z�}�}�o�����µ�š���Œ���u���u�����Œ���š�Z���š�����o�o���š�Z�������Z�]�o���Œ���v�����Œ�����]�v���š�Z����

same position! 
P1 teachers are angels in disguise, I promise you can trust them with your baby!  

 

Thank you from the bottom of our hearts 

HUGE thanks for ALL of the really lovely cards and gifts that we have received as children have been 
leaving. This is extremely kind, generous and thoughtful and means a huge amount to all staff.  

I have to say that all of the 
emails, messages and cards 
have really brought a tear to 
my eye. The very kind words 
mean such a huge amount as 
it proves that we have 
achieved what we set out to 
do. We genuinely only want 
the very best for all of our 
children and families. 

 

�,�h�'�����š�Z���v�l�•�����o�•�}���š�}���D�������o���~�<���Ç�o���]�P�Z�[�•���o�}�À���o�Ç���P�Œ���v�v�Ç�•���Á�Z�}��
has been knitting us a range of nursery rhyme characters. 
We totally LOVE these Mabel. Thanks sooooo much! 

What will we be learning and thinking about over the next 
few weeks? 

 



Over the next few weeks, we will be focusing on a variety of topics in our playrooms. These will include: 

�x Happy Healthy Me �t focus on personal hygiene and handwashing 

�x Cultures of the world �t PLEASE talk to us about your childhood memories, your 
culture, your traditions, your beliefs and your celebrations. We really want to 
learn more about cultures around the world. 

�x Star Catchers �t drama, dance, singing, creativity and imagination 

�x Rules and Routines 

�x KINDNESS �t Are you a bucket filler or a bucket dipper?  

�x Child-led improvement groups �t Our Eco Group, Kindness Group, Charities Group and Playground 
Improvement Group will keep working hard to improve our nursery.  

�x Holidays and Landmarks 

�x LOTS of Reflection Time in our interest groups; talking about our learning 
and what we would like to learn with our key workers. Adding to our 
Talking and Thinking Trees. Working on our floorbooks. 

�x Seasons �t Summer and Autumn 

�x Visits out and about around our community 

�x Daily mile �t scavenger hunts, environmental print, shape, numeracy, 
literacy and pattern walks 

�x Writing our names and learning lots of rhyming words 

�x Getting ready for school and our new school nurseries 

�x Literacy, Numeracy and Health and Wellbeing �t LOTS of exciting 
learning opportunities.  

�x 30th July �t International day of friendship 

�x 8th August �t International cat day 

�x 19th August �t World photo day 

�x 26th August �t International dog day 

�x 5th September �t International day of charity 

�x 8th September �t International literacy day 

�x 13th September �t Roald Dahl day 

�x 18th September �t Jewish new year 

�x 22nd September �t first day of Autumn 

�x 23rd-29th September �t Recycle week 

�x 28th September �t National good neighbours day  

We will also welcome our extra-curricular groups back to nursery, once restrictions have lifted. 



KingsWellies Nursery Parent Council 

If any new parents would like to join our Parent Council, please 
let us know. If you have anything that you would like us to add to 
our next meeting agenda, please let us know. Many thanks to 
our current Parent Council (some who have recently left us) for all your hard work last session. 

Book Bug �t Aberdeen Library 

Aberdeen City Libraries has now introduced an appointment based Click and Collect service. Staff will 
provide a selection of books based on a �(���u�]�o�Ç�[�• reading preferences, to collect on appointment. This 
means that families with will once again be able to benefit from borrowing items including ���Z�]�o���Œ���v�[�• 
picture books, early readers and dual language books from Aberdeen City Libraries. You can find out more 
about how to access this service by following the 
link https://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/libraries-and-archives/click-
and-collect. 
  
It is also not too late for families to participate in Aberdeen Reads, our summer 
reading challenge, which runs until 29 August 2020. Anybody can participate as 
an individual or as a group, so we encourage you to take part. Everyone who 
registers for Aberdeen Reads will be entered into a prize draw. Taking part in 
the Challenge will support children to develop language and literacy skills by 
encouraging all kinds of reading �t instructions, recipes, picture books, sharing 
stories with younger siblings. Many of the suggested challenges can be easily 
carried out as part of a daily routine and �]�š�[�• a great way to encourage the 
whole family to read together. Information on the Challenge and how to 
register is on our website www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/aberdeenreads, 
  
Finally, Aberdeen City Libraries continue to provide their digital reading offer. There is a wide range of 
ebooks, eaudio books, ecomics, emagazines and online resources suitable for all ages and abilities. We also 
continue to deliver regular Bookbug sessions via YouTube and Facebook. 
  
 

 

Question of the month �t August 2020 

Each month we strive to self-evaluate our 
practice because we want to be a better 
nursery. We also need our parents to give us 
feedback. Our August 2020 question of the 
month is related to our COVID-19 Policy 
which is attached for your information.  We 
very much value your feedback.  

 

KingsWelllies Improvement Plan 2020 / 2021 

We are at that point again where we are about to write our new improvement plan for session 2020/21. 
What do you think that we could improve on? Please let us know. I will share the DRAFT Improvement Plan 
with you in due course.   

 



Aberdeen City Council Pre-School Funding �t Session 2020/21 �t 1140 hours  

As per my previous emails, KingsWellies Nursery has been accepted as one of the partner providers for 
Aberdeen City Council who will be providing the increased 1140 FREE hours from September 2020. I will 
send out more information about what this will look like for us, very soon. We have NOT yet received the 
funding applications from ACC. As soon as we receive these, we will pass these on to parents to complete 
and return asap These application will also be able to answer all of your questions. Many thanks for your 
patience.  

Messy Children are 
Happy Children 

Since returning to 
nursery, we have been 
playing outside as much 
as possible. Water 
walls, mud kitchen, 
shaving foam, 
playdough, 
construction, loose 
play, minibeast hunts, 
hedgehog preservation 
and so much more! We 
are having so much fun 
but sorry if we come 
home a bit messy!  
 
 
KingsWellies Policies of the Month 
 
This month we would like to provide you with the opportunity to review and consult on our COVID-19 / 
Infectious Diseases �t Safe Operating Procedures Policy and our Contingency Plan and Business Continuity 
Plan Policy. We have also attached our Duty of Candour Report which was published at the beginning of 
this year.  Please give us your feedback and suggestions. Your feedback will shape our future priorities for 
improvement.  

Parent Tips, Ideas and Suggestions 

This is a space for parents to communicate with each other. If you have any suggestions, please email us 
with your ideas so that we can include them in this section of the newsletter. 

Comments, Compliments and Concerns 

Please give us your feedback �t good and bad. It means a lot to us! We only want to keep improving in order 
to provide the BEST service possible. PLEASE make us your first port of call if you have any comments or 
concerns. If we work together, we will be able to achieve the very best for all of our children.  Many thanks.    

We also have Compliments slips available in reception in relation to our staff. The staff work very hard and 
we all know that it is nice to hear a compliment from time to time. Many thanks to those parents who have 
already paid staff members a compliment. We are always looking for Workers of the Week and Workers of 
the Month.  

If you would like this newsletter or any other documentation from nursery translated in to another language 
or an alternate reading format, please do not hesitate to contact us.  
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